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% See KD Weekly o 90, 14 November
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# See ND Weekly No 81, 21 November
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IRELAND
9. US will hear more about Partition of Ireland

The US is being subjected to an inereasingly intense
Irish campaign to take sides in the partition dispute. The

% See ND Weekly No 88, 31 October
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racently stepped-up efforts of the Irisé[(‘:overnmnt and

of private ingividuals and organizations to publicize the
<zse for uniting Ireland have now stirred the pro-partition-
ists to action. Their present plans call for the Prime |
Minister of Northern Ireland to visit this country im March
to attend a dimmer of the Ulster Irish Society and present
the Society's snnuel award to Secretary of State Acheson.

On the othe: hand, three Irish netionalists, two of them
members of the lNorthern Ireland Parliament, are in this
country, speaking as usual lergely to the alread convertsd
tut inevitably petting some outside attention. ey were
sympathetioai{y received by prominent Irish-Americans, such
as tlyor O'Dwyer, and just before their arrival at least

oae prominent non-Irish-American, ¥rs. Roosevelt, had ocom-
mented on partition in a way to win nationalist hearts.
Official US policy towards partition {s that it is not 2

US concern and does not require a US position. But, as

the campaigm to export this disggte continues, the Trish

are going to get increasingly ske tical of whether this

is in fact US policy. Bkore impor ent, it is likely to become
increasingly difficult and embarrassing for us to maintain
this policy in faot.

SCANDINAVIAN BRANCH

GENERAL

1. Scandinavian countries may be invited toAjoin the
sterling bloc

Accarding to a report from the American Embassy at
Copenhagen, Sir Stafford Cripgs has sounded out Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden on their w 1lingness to Join the sterling
aren. It is believed that Sweden would reject the Eroposal,
Denmark probably would reject it, apd Norway probably would
accept it. Inclination to join appears to be in inverse
proportion to the amount of gold end dollars which the
respective countries have available to contribute to the
sterling area dollar pool, lorway, with virtually nothing
to contribute, may feel the benefits would outweigh the obli-
gations. Denmark and Sweden, with larger holdings of dol-
lars, would be reluctant to contribute them to the pool,
and to have their use encumbered with the restrictions
obligatory on sterling bloc membership. The UK, in extending
the invitation, may have beenm motivated by the hope of in-
creased trade although more important appears to be the
prestige resulting from Seandinavian membership in the bloc
and whatever weight such membership would lend to the UK
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